
Walk Audits With MVRPC
How can we help you?



What is a Walk 
Audit?

Seeing the Street on Foot



Seeing the Street on Foot

A walk audit is an assessment 
of the pedestrian safety, 
accessibility, and comfort of a 
particular area.
•Group activity
•Great for public outreach
•Great for public officials

Service for MVRPC members

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One note here. When we say “walk” or “walking” in this discussion we also mean “rolling”. So, good conditions for walking also need to be good conditions for people using a mobility device, pushing a stroller or pulling a grocery cart.A walk audit is more effective when it is a group activity, which allows for people to hear from many perspectives.It can be useful for reaching important audiences - such as school parents.It is a terrific opportunity for elected officials to meet and interact with constituents.



Walkability: People Know it When They See it

•Can people walk/roll there?

•Is it nice to be 
walking/rolling there?

•Do people actually
walk/roll there?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An audit can help your community think through the answers for these questions - is walking allowed, is it feasible, is it pleasant, and ultimately  do people actually walk there.



Walkable Places: Sidewalks

•Proper sizing
•Accessibility
•Safe connections
•Signage and Wayfinding
•Attractive spaces
•Security
•Quality surface, Drainage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proper sizing – width and width in relation to the buildings next to the sidewalk. Is there enough room for people to walk in both directions, enough room for street furniture, signage, bus stops, and to be clear of the building facades?Accessibility – so, all the ADA elements – curb ramps, tactile surfaces (truncated domes), proper degree of slope.Safe connections – safe and accessible crosswalks, street corners, stairways/ramps, transit stopsSignage and Wayfinding – informative maps and signs, pedestrian traffic signalsAttractive spaces – vegetation – trees and planters? Street furniture – benches, kiosks, public art, café tables, buffer from traffic? Litter control?Security – pedestrian scale lighting, active building facadesQuality surface, Drainage – well maintained, doesn’t flood, doesn’t get too slippery in the rain, consistent surface, 



Walkable Places: Crosswalks

Anywhere 2 streets meet is 
a legal crossing.
● Surface
● Markings
● Signals
● Lighting
● Distance
● ADA Accessibility

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The practice of discouraging pedestrian crossings by leaving uncontrolled crossings unmarked is not a valid safety measure. Instead, it encourages unsafe, risk-taking behavior and discourages walking citywide. (NACTO)Marked crosswalks almost always better and should be a must in high traffic/high pedestrian areas.Surface – Smooth surfaces are gaining preference. Stamped concrete, brick, pavers are attractive but do not serve those with mobility devices or visual impairments wellMarkings – markings need to be visible to both walkers and drivers, day and night, wet or dry. The marking materials should not be slippery when wet.Signals – pedestrian signals are now a requirement, countdown signals are very beneficial.Lighting – lighting at intersections is beneficial for both divers and pedestrians.Distance – how far is it to walk across the street? Does the traffic signal timing provide a sufficient amount of time to walk that distance. Assume 2.5 feet per second. If not is there a refuge island half way across the street?ADA Accessibility – Ramps, surfaces, audible signals, accessible pushbuttons



Walkable Places: Transit Access

•Access
•Comfort
•Safety
•Information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Access: should be able to walk and bike to and from the stop. Accessible access to board and de-board the bus.Comfort – shade, rain shelter, places to sit, trash disposal, buffer from the streetSafety – Lighting, visibilityInformation – bus system information



Walkable Places: Motorist Behavior

Do people drive like there 
are people there?
•Speed limit
•Stopping
•Right Turn on Red

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speed limit: What is the speed limit? Is that a good speed limit for a place with pedestrians? Do motorists obey the speed limit?Stopping: Do motorists actually stop at stop signs? Do they obey the stop line on the street? Do they stop in the crosswalk?Right turn on Red? Is RTOR allowed? Do motorists actually stop? Where do they stop?



Walkable Places: Safety and Security

•Property Maintenance
•Visibility
•Lighting
•Cameras?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Property Maintenance – are the buildings vacant? Boarded up? Are lawn areas maintained, vegetation trimmed and not blocking the sidewalk?Visibility – will a pedestrian feel isolated or vulnerable on that street? Or do the buildings face the street and give a sense of visibility?Lighting – is there adequate lighting?Cameras - 



Planning a Walk Audit

•Goals
•Location
•Facilitators
•Participants
•Materials
•Invitations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goals – what do you want to learn from the audit? Who do you want to learn it? What outputs should come from the event?Location – is this about walking to school? To a Park? Around downtown? And based on that where is everyone going to meet before and after the audit?Facilitators – who will be facilitating the event? Who will be the walking group leaders?Participants – parents at the school? Residents of a neighborhood? Owners of downtown businesses? City staff? Elected officials?Materials – Maps, forms, pens, clipboards, flip charts, water, snacksInvitations – managing registration.



Typical Agenda •Convening
–Goals
–Walkability concepts
–Audit Instructions

•Go for a Walk!
•Information Sharing

–Capture information on maps
–Share findings with full group
–Collect forms

•Next Steps, Adjourn

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MOre lately we have been doing these events as half days, but that means we need to be really careful on time. 



HEAL Walk Audit Summary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, now I’ll shift to sharing some of the findings of the walk audit conducted as a part of the HEAL project in Fairborn. This map shows the locations that were audited.Red = Funderburg Road – 5 auditsBlue = Five Points – 8 auditsGreen = Park Hills Plaza – 1 audit



Transportation Data

● Average Annual Daily Traffic 
(AADT) are pretty low
○ All below 14,000
○ Funderburg below 5,000

● Bike/Ped crashes pretty rare
○ 4 in six years (2014-19)

● Transit usage may be higher 
than you thought in 2023
○ 10,400+ at Park Hills Plaza
○ 400+ on Funderburg

● Pedestrian Crash Risk rated 
as “Medium”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The report shares the existing overview data of the areas we audited, things such as traffic volumes, and reported bike or pedestrian crashes. We also received transit usage data from Greene CATS. Some may find those transit numbers higher than they had thought.Finally the pedestrian crash risk. This is analysis based on the presence of up to 15 factors that tend to increase the frequency or likelihood of a pedestrian crash. This analysis pointed to The presence of a school, lack of sidewalks, higher rates of zero-car households, and population under the age of 20 were among the factors that were found to be present in this area.



Five Points

•Good
–Complete sidewalk network
•In good condition

–Signal push buttons accessible 
and functioning
–Several consumer businesses 
in area

● Needs attention
○ Crosswalk paint
○ Crossing times feel short
○ Some narrow sidewalks (older)
○ Auto-centric site design
○ Uncontrolled crossings may 

need updates
○ Lack of pedestrian 

lighting/benches

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So let’s look at the comments from our auditors – First for Five Points:This busy set of intersections generally has complete sidewalks and pedestrian crossing infrastructure. With so many consumer businesses in the area, there could be pretty high demand for walking. Auditors noted some issues:



Photos: Five Points area



Funderburg Road

● Good
○ Lots of trees!
○ Large community 

park: Wright Park
○ Traffic seems to obey 

speed limits

● Needs attention
○ Sidewalk gaps
○ Some narrow sidewalks 

(older)
○ Uncontrolled crossings may 

need updates
○ Litter
○ Lack of pedestrian scale 

lighting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Funderburg Road – there’s real potential for this to be a beautiful walkable residential street, but infrastructure upgrades will be needed for sure. Lack of continuous sidewalk was universally noted in the audits



Photos: Funderburg Road



Photos: Funderburg Road (Google Streetview, 2022)



Photo: Funderburg (Google Streetview, 2022)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Google came on a nicer, warmer day. I pulled this off Streetview to emphasize the point that Funderburg Road can be a really nice place to walk.



Park Hills Plaza (Transit Transfer Point)

● Good
○ Convenient access to 

several consumer 
businesses

● Needs attention
○ Lack of passenger waiting 

facilities
■ Shelter, benches, restroom 

access, drinking water, 
transit information, lighting

○ No pedestrian path for accessing 
stores or D-YS Road

○ Litter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Park Hills Plaza. I am really happy this audit was performed – thank you to Shannon Webster. This was the first walking audit I have seen that was specifically for transit access. As a transfer point the complete lack of supporting infrastructure is striking. And considering that over 10,000 people per year access transit from this location, that appears to be a real need.



Photos: Park Hills Plaza (Google Streetview, 2023)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the transit transfer point in use. You can see the complete absence of facilities for transit users. This is on private property, I should point out, so public infrastructure upgrades are not just a simple thing here.Anyway the final report was provided to Greene County Public Health and to the City of Fairborn for their consideration. I’ll hand it off to Rebecca now to talk about the Walk Audit we did with Yellow Springs.



Yellow Springs Walk Audit Summary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have also made a story map containing all comments from the walk audit that were recorded on our 8 x 11 maps. 



Route 1 (Xenia Avenue, Corry Street, Dayton Street)

• Concern over wet leaves 
(Particularly in front of bank) 

• Concern over lighting in at last 
one location

• Concerns raised over 
crosswalks throughout the 
route



Route 2 (Elm Street, Limestone Street, Walnut Street)

• There were visible obstructions at 
crossings (Elm and Stafford)

• Lots of cracks in sidewalk all along 
route

• Lots of leaves and obstructions on 
sidewalks all along route

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Obstructions can be cracks overgrowth anything that can cause issues for pedestrians. A lot of the obstructions observed were holes or cracks. 



Route 3 (Dayton Street, South High Street, Xenia Avenue)

• Some foliage needs cutting (Causes obstructions)
• Intersection at S Stafford, Elm, Dayton St is difficult for pedestrians because 

the crosswalks are unclear
• Some streets have sidewalk only located on one side which is ok but not 

ideal
• Sidewalks have cracks, uneven cement, dirt and mud accumulation all along 

route
• There should be a blinking crosswalk located at the school
• Pedestrians need to be cautious at crosswalk across Dayton street, however 

Dayton and Corry are ok with pedestrians
• There are sidewalks that don’t go to end of the block in multiple locations
• There are also lots of lifted segments throughout
• There is no access from new multiuse path at Elm Street to get to 

elementary school



Route 4 (Railroad Street, Cliff Street, Limestone Street, Corry 
Street)

• There is not a lot of lighting on Cliffs Street
• Walnut sidewalk is too narrow for motor 

chair
• South Walnut Street has lots of cracks
• There is a sidewalk gap on the south side of 

limestone (ends abruptly)
• No ADA ramps at Limestone and President



Takeaways

• Walk Audits are a great way to 
engage with the public/ 
stakeholders about accessibility.

• Audits can help set priorities for 
active transportation 
improvements in your community.

• MVRPC can assist your community 
to have a walk audit at no cost.



Thanks!

Matt Lindsay
Manager, Environmental 
Planning
MVRPC
mlindsay@mvrpc.org
937.531.6548

Rebecca Carr
Active Transportation & 
Environment Planner
MVRPC
rcarr@mvrpc.org
937.531.6547

mailto:mlindsay@mvrpc.org
mailto:rcarr@mvrpc.org
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